Parish Newsletter

OUR LADY OF RANSOM
Easter 4C

8th May 2022 (Voca ons Sunday)
Psalter Week 3

“For God’s sake give me a radio, or a TV – anything to stop this awful silence”... Such was the
understandable cry of many men plunged into the sudden silence and solitude of a prison cell. You
would think the discipline of silence and solitude should be easy – yet it is one of the hardest, as so
many do not like their own company, they are in the company of someone they do not love –
themselves. To be alone and silent with our own thoughts and feelings can be a most courageous act.

With all our over-s mula ons – our TVs, social media, phones and computers, silence and solitude
are a rare commodity today. Many houses are full of TVs and music blaring – all to distract away from
silence. Other people do many things, look and keep busy, again, to distract themselves from the
person they really are, maybe distract themselves from the less pleasant things going on within. Of
course, who is content with these deeper reali es. And their busy-ness looks noble…but is it really…?

Moments of real silence and solitude allow us to ﬁnd something our true selves that we can learn to
love even if at the beginning it all seems too frightening. Once we learn to love ourselves, we learn to
love others, become more compassionate, forgiving, understanding and connected. Silence and
solitude are surely the best places God communicates with us. Silence and solitude – it is largely
about being under-s mulated? Can we be? So many other voices are desiring our a en on. Must we
give in to them? Maybe if the voices are calling us out of obliga on, coercion, fear, guilt, social
success and achievement – then they are not of the Lord. The Lord’s voice is always found in
freedom, se ng us on ﬁre with a passion to do his work – freely desiring to build up his people.
That’s voca on, that’s the voice of the Good Shepherd calling us all.

If you have children, or are a very busy person, how about ge ng up ten minutes earlier and being
silent and alone before the Lord? Or go to bed ten minutes later than normal? We crave and need
these moments of silence and solitude, regular prac ce is so crucial for good mental and spiritual
health. The Good Shepherd calls all of us, do we give him that precious me to listen? Or does fear of
what we might ﬁnd in ourselves put us oﬀ? Give him that me, we will reap the beneﬁts if we do. No
ques on.
God Bless, Fr. Paul

Today’s Readings
First Reading: Acts 13:14, 43-52
Psalm: 99(100):1-3, 5
Second Reading: Apocalypse 7:9, 14-17
Gospel: John 10:27-30

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday 7th May
5.30pm Mass
Sunday 8th May
8am Mass
9.30am Mass

Parish Community
Fourth Sunday of Easter (Day of Prayer for Vocations)
Prayer Board Intentions
Tom & Pat Herlihy RIP

Monday 9th May
7.15pm Mass

Christine Lodge RIP (Colin & Marie Griffin)

Tuesday 10th May
Doris Warrington RIP
Wednesday 11th May
10am Mass

Kath Geeson RIP (Anniversary) (Geeson Family)

Thursday 12th May
People of Ukraine
Friday 13th May
10am Mass
Saturday 14th May
5.30pm Mass
Sunday 15th May
8am Mass
9.30am Mass

Wendy Hammond RIP (Jenny & Aliciadminaa Short)
Feast of St Matthias
Terry Askem RIP (Peter & Kath Hands)
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Christine Lodge RIP (Pat & Mary Rickard)
Parish Community

All Masses and Church Services are now Live Streamed.
To take part please go to h ps://stream.seccomgroup.com/channel/olor
Masses can be watched “live” or later as a recording.

Public Mass mes:
PARISH PRIEST
Father Paul Fox
50 London Hill, Rayleigh
Essex SS6 7HP
01268 382 499
www.olorchurch.org
email: rayleigh@dioceseo rentwood.org

Saturdays 5.30pm
Sundays 8am & 9.30am
Mondays 7.15pm
Wednesdays 10.00am
Fridays 10.00am
Please be aware - Times and days of
Masses are subject to change.

Our Parish is part of The Brentwood Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity Number 234092

✟ The Requiem Mass for Mrs. Elizabeth Fallaize will be this
Tuesday May 17th at 10.30am. May she rest in peace.✟
✟ The Requiem Mass for Mr. Terry Askem will be on Wednesday
May 25th at 1.30pm. Followed by a crenation at Southend
Crematorium t 3.20pm May he rest in peace.✟

ANNIVERSARIES ✟
Kindly pray for Fr. Andrew Gordon Alfonso Dorrico , Michael O’Flanagan, Sr. Kathleen Stock, Kath
Geeson, Edward Kirby, Doreen Cowdrey, Brian Golledge, Ray Venneear, Kathleen (Liz) Richards, Elena
Hutchings, and Ken Heard, whose anniversaries occur about this me. May they rest in peace.

10.00 Sunday Mass –will return on Pentecost Sunday June
5th 2022 (the weekend of HM Queen’s Jubilee) owing to
popular requests.
NEWSLETTER ITEMS:

Please ensure all items for the parish newsletter are submitted to the office by 11am on
Thursdays at the latest.

“Kids” Bulletin
A children’s version of the gospel is available weekly. This can be accessed on
the following website: www.thekidsbulletin.com and is aimed at primary
school children. It can be downloaded and printed out.

Children’s Liturgy
Children’s Liturgy- it has been wonderful to have children’s liturgy sessions over
the last three weeks, welcoming new children and those who have returned. We
are pleased to advise that there will be children’s liturgy on Sunday 8th May, for
age group 3-8. We will announce further dates shortly. Thanks for your support and
thanks to the children for their enthusiasm!

Coﬀee Mornings
This weekend’s coffee morning will be run by the Ushers. Please join us for
tea, coffee, cake and biscuits after 9.30am mass on Sunday.
If you are interested in hos ng a Coﬀee Morning a er 9.30am Sunday Masses to raise money
for a charity of your choice, please contact the parish oﬃce by midday on Thursdays.

Last week £54.92 was raised by the Ushers which will go to
the Ukraine. They will also match this amount with £54.92
also being donated to CAFOD from their funds held at the
church. Thanks to all who helped, came and donated.

Mill Hall. Whatever your feelings may be about the proposals to demolish Mill
Hall, for or against, please do at least consult the website savemillhall.org or go
to Facebook “Save Mill Hall”. Thank you.
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham – 28th May 2022
Join Bishop Alan and other parishes around the Diocese of Brentwood in Walsingham as we
celebrate the Year of the Family ‘Hearing and Doing the Word of God’. We will celebrate
Mass at the Basilica before walking the Holy Mile to the grounds of Walsingham Abbey to
celebrate Vespers and Benediction on the site of the Holy House. If you would like to come
please contact the parish office.

THINKING ABOUT THE CATHOLIC FAITH? ...

The next RCIA meeting will be on Monday May 9th at 8pm in the Bethany
Room.
If you are interested in joining the programme, please contact Fr. Paul
for more details. (01268 382499 / rayleigh@dioceseofbretnwood.org)

EDEL QUINN PILGRIMAGE TO AYLESFORD, KENT
SATURDAY 14TH MAY 2022.

Important message for those travelling to Aylesford on this pilgrimage:
The coach will be picking us up from the bus stop in Eastwood Road
Rayleigh (outside M&S) at 9.15am. Any queries please contact I
Kennedy 01702 230578.

The Universe – Catholic Paper.
If you are interested and would like to subscribe to this paper please go to:
sales@universecatholicweekly.co.uk
Tel: 0743 661 7650

Michelle Jones is Head of Circula on

Fundraiser – In memory of Patricia Harris

On Sunday 12th June 2022, there is an event to raise money for the Brain Cancer Charity, DKMS
in memory of Patricia Harris, a former member of staﬀ at Our Lady of Ransom School. The
event will be held at Pontlands Park, Chelmsford, CM2 8HR on Sunday 12th June 2022, Tickets
cost £60 per person which includes a 3-course-meal. For further details or ckets, please
contact Sean Harris on 07545 942785.

Home Help Available
Trusted parishioner, reliable and CRB checked.
Full references provided on request.
Call Linda Felton on 07949169276

THE DIOCESAN LOURDES PILGRIMAGE IN 2022, led by Bishop Alan, will take place
from Sunday 24 – Friday 29 July in Lourdes. Costs have not yet been conﬁrmed.

This will be the ﬁrst me in three years that the diocese has returned to Lourdes. Brochures
for the pilgrimage, which will include costs, will be available soon. If you would like further

informa on now, please contact Cathy O’Connor, the Administra ve Director:
cathy@dioceseo rentwood.org or 07813 710070.

Good Shepherd Sunday
This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday when we are invited by the Church to pray in a
particular way for a vocations to the priesthood. Please pray for Vocations and for those who
are training for the priesthood.
There is also a retiring collection to support the promotion of vocations.

Christian Aid Week - 15th - 21st May

Christian Aid is a UK and Ireland based charity that funds projects in some of the world's
poorest countries. It works in 29 countries helping people, regardless of religion or race. It
was set up in 1945, responding to the needs of refugees and Churches in Europe in the
aftermath of the Second World War. It helps people to improve their lives and to tackle the
causes of poverty and injustice. Climate chaos is one of the greatest injustices we
face. Every gift can change lives. Envelopes are available at the back of the Church and can
be returned to the Church or Presbytery or you can donate online at
www.christianaid.org.uk

The Passage – The Big Give

The Passage, a Catholic charity working with homeless people is raising funds through the
Big Give a matched giving scheme until 12.00 noon on Monday 9 May. Every £1 donated
online before 12.00 noon on Monday 9 May makes £2 and £2.25 if you are a taxpayer
through Gift Aid. Please visit: https://bit.ly/BigGiveAprilMay22 to support the campaign. The
campaign ‘It takes more than a house to make a home’ focuses on the services we provide
to people who have been homeless in their journey to being happily settled in a new
home. The Passage would be very grateful for your support. For questions about the
campaign or assistance making a donation please ring 020 7592 1856.’

Fully escorted PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK SHRINE, IRELAND, 23rd May 2022.
£699.00 per person sharing. Price includes ﬂight with 10kg hand luggage, all transfers, 4 nights’
in Knock House Hotel with full board. All entertainment and excursions included. Lunches on
days out. Wheelchair accessible rooms. Single room supplement £100. Contact Patricia on
01268 762 278 or 07740 175557 or email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com. Knock Pilgrimages is
a member of the Travel Trust Associa on and is fully protected by ATOL T7613.

LATE VOCATION TO THE PRIESTHOOD:
A vocation discernment weekend for men between the ages of 30 and 55 will take place at
St Beuno’s in North Wales from Friday 2nd to Sunday 4th September 2022. The direct link for
further details and booking: Discernment Weekend
https://www.pathwaystogod.org/courses-events-retreats/discernment-weekend-oldermen-2

Poverty Challenge

Following the pandemic, many households now also face new hardships as prices rise.
Caritas Social Action Network (CSAN), the Catholic agency addressing poverty and injustice in
England and Wales, has released a free new booklet to increase awareness of Catholic Social
Teaching on poverty, and to inform local responses. Please take a moment to read and
encourage groups and individuals to engage with it. Download from www.csan.org.uk

FACE COVERINGS:

Although the legal requirement to wear a face covering no longer applies, the government
suggests you continue to wear a face covering in crowded and enclosed spaces. We
strongly encourage parishioners to continue wearing a face covering/mask while moving
around the Church. While you are in your place in Church, please feel free to remove
your face covering if you so wish.

PUBLIC MASSES
Please do not come if you have symptoms, sniffles,
sneezes, coughs, immunity issues etc.
Use common sense and think of others.
Social Distance should be maintained as much as possible
– again – out of mutual respect.
Please continue to follow only the directions of the Welcomers.
Holy Communion only to be received on the hand for added protection.
The church will continue to be both cleansed and sanitised regularly

PLEASE SAVE YOUR USED STAMPS….
Please continue to save your used stamps and leave them in the container in the Porch.
Ruth Fitzgerald would like to thank everyone who has donated used stamps – these have been
passed on to the MS charity.

OFFERTORY CONTRIBUTIONS

Thanks to all who con nue to support our parish ﬁnancially.

DONATIONS USING QR CODES
To avoid having too much cash lying around, it is now possible to
make dona ons in Church using your mobile phone and QR codes.
There are no ces in the porch for contribu ons to the parish

ONLINE DONATIONS
To make a dona on online go to h ps://stream.seccomgroup.com/dona ons/olor

GIFT AID /ENVELOPES. If you are a taxpayer and donate to the
parish online, it’s worth a reminder that we could get an extra 25%
on your dona ons if you sign up to the Gi Aid scheme.
Please contact Sandra our Gi Aid Co-ordinator
(olorgi aid@hotmail.com / 01268 772998) if you have any ques ons. Thank you.

GIFT AID ENVELOPES FOR NEW TAX YEAR

We want to encourage everyone to pay online, so envelopes will need to be
requested. There will be no Special Collection envelopes for those paying by Standing Order.
Please use either the charity's own Special Collection envelope, or pay online using your
Surname, Gift Aid No. and Charity Name or use a blank/yellow envelope with your details
printed on the front.

MASS AND SYMPATHY CARDS…

These can be obtained at the repository shop and the presbytery.

Please contact Fr. Paul to arrange a convenient time to come, choose, collect and pay for the
cards if the shop is closed.

Open Day for Ukraine Visitors and Hosts:
The Megacentre are having an open day for Ukraine visitors and their hosts - the date
proposed is Friday 13th May to be held at The Megacentre and The Hub partners will host
three sessions on this day – to allow for more people to attend in case they cannot make the
morning. The timings will be - 10am – 11.30am. 1pm – 2.30pm. 6pm – 7.30pm

This is a wonderful opportunity for them to meet other hosts, meet other families, find out information
and together we can provide support for all. All updates and information can be found on the following
link: https://www.facebook.com/TheHub-at-TheMegacentre

Vacancies….
St Peter’s Catholic Primary School – Deputy Head
St Peter’s Catholic Primary School is a popular, friendly school which primarily serves the
Catholic communities of Billericay and Wickford. Each and every child is cherished and
expected to achieve their very best. We deliver our mission statement by enabling our pupils
and the wider community to love and learn, together with Jesus and develop a love of
learning in the process. The Christus Catholic Trust and the Governors of St Peter’s School
invite applications from enthusiastic and suitably qualified, practising Catholic leaders to join
our Trust and the leadership team at St Peter’s to continue to build on our successes.
For more information please visit Essex Schools
http://www.essexschoolsjobs.co.uk/Vacancies/Details.aspx?VacancyId=74639
Closing Date is midday on 12th May.

Family Co-ordinator - Parish of the Most Holy Redeemer, Billericay

Responsibilities:
Extend and consolidate the present children and families work and be responsible for
developing new projects within the parish.
Support the work that is happening at St Peter’s Catholic Primary school (our parish school).
Support the parish Sacramental programmes which involve working with children and
families (Baptism, First Holy Communion, and Confirmation).
This will involve meeting with catechists and visiting families both before, during and after
the sacramental programmes have finished.
Support the Toddler’s and Children’s Liturgy at the 9am and 11am Sunday Masses.
Have a presence out and about in the parish, especially through school’s work, being known
and trusted by families in the area, providing a bridge between them and St. Peter’s School.
Support and work with the Parish Priest on matters relating to children and families,
especially their mission and ministry within the parish and community.
Nurture and develop a team of volunteer leaders and helpers.
Meet with children and family workers in other local churches, to see what else is
happening, where the gaps might be and how we might address them together as the wider
church in this town.
Candidates will have a passion for outreach to families and children helping them to have a
personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Hours of work: 15 hours per week. Contract: 3 years fixed term.
Closing date: Friday 27th May 2022. Interviews: TBC
To be considered for the role, please send a CV and covering letter (no longer than one side
of A4) to office@mostholyredeemer.org.uk. Only shortlisted applicants will be contacted.
Please note that you will need to be eligible to work in the UK to apply for this position. You
must provide proof of Right to Work in the UK.

For an informal chat with the Parish Priest, please email office@mostholyredeemer.org.uk

St Bernard's High School – Vacancies:
More information is available on our website www.stbernardswestcliff.org.uk:
School Business Manager - required asap
Data Manager - required asap
Learning Mentor - required asap
Head of History - September 2022
English Teacher - September 2022
MFL (Spanish) Teacher - September 2022
Food and Textiles Technician - September 2022
Application forms are available on the website and completed applications should be sent to
sjc@stbernards.southend.sch.uk

Bar ‘n’ Bus – Youth Development Worker
Bar ‘n’ Bus are seeking to appoint a Youth Development Worker to join our dynamic youth
work team, extending and growing our work in Rochford.
Youth Development Workers pioneer, develop and co-ordinate youth work provision with a
specific area of work. They recruit, train and lead youth work teams to sustain and grow this
work as well as networking with churches, schools, voluntary and statutory agencies, and
local authorities in order to increase impact.
Location: Rochford, Essex. Contract: Full Time (37.5 hrs/wk), Permanent
Salary: £24,011 to £29,576 depending on qualifications and experience
For full Recruitment Pack and Application Form please visit:
http://barnbus.org.uk/vacancies/ Application Deadline: Noon, Friday 27th May

Housekeeper – Our Lady & All Saints, Basildon
A vacancy has arisen for a part time Housekeeper in Holy Trinity Presbytery and Hall, St
Therese Hall and occasionally in St Basil’s Presbytery in Basildon Parish.
The post will be part-time (approximately 15 hours per week – Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday).
Application forms can be obtained by contacting Father Sabu via the Parish email
address: basildon@dioceseofbrentwood.org
Job description: Housekeeper JD – Basildon (003)
Closing date for applications: 27 May 2022.

